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illustrated. 1847 Excerpt: . . . SERMON. NUMBERS XXIII. 23: ACCOIIDING TO THIS TIME IT SHALL BE SAID OF
JACOB AND OF ISKAEL, WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT! The narrative, in which this passage occurs, exhibits two
picked men engaged in earnest co-operation, and yet, in some respects, with very diFerent feelings, for the
accomplishment of the same evil purpose. The people of Israel, on their march from Egypt to Canaan, became,
to some extent, the terror of the nations through which they passed. While they were encamped in the plains of
Moab, Balak, the king of that country, became alarmed for the safety of his nation; and forthwith despatched
messengers to Balaam, a noted diviner, with a request that he would come without delay, and curse the hostile
people that were hovering upon his borders. The message was accompanied by valuable presents, and this, to
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the king of Moab desired, yet God miraculously interposed his prohibition; and the prophet, corrupt as he was,
had too much conscience to venture in the face of it: he therefore reluctantly sent word back to the king, that
he could not obtain the divine permission to comply with his request. When this message was communicated to
Balak, he instantly renewed the application, accompanying it with a...
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