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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: . other hand Rome, proud of her stern simplicity and warlike spirit, gave
no welcome even to the poetical fictions of Greece, till the grace and richness of the verses found a response in
the growing luxury and elegance of the mistress of the world; while the tales whfch adorn her early history owe
their origin to the pride of haughty families, for whom fawning poetasters sang after a banquet the glories of
heroes, whose names alone had descended to their posterity. So neither in Greece or Rome were there any
prose writings which could be compared with the early romances of Europe. But in both, there was an element
strongly marked, which, shortly before the torrent of northern barbarism overwhelmed the learning of the
south, produced works, themselves of a fictitious character, and which have furnished models for modern
works of a similar kind. To the love of satire, the soul of the glorious old comedy of Athens, and the source from
which sprang the best writings of Rome, we owe the works of Lucian and Appuleius, which have been compared
to those of Rabelais and Swift. The Golden ass of Appuleius is an admirable fiction, and a scene in the Aovkios r/
oVos of Lucian suggested the famous adventure with the robbers in Gil Blas, while the Verae Historiae of the
same author are full of humour, satire, successful parody, and literary criticism. They contain an account of a
fictitious journey through the greater...
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